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19 July 2004

To: ____________,

In my role as President of the International Commission on History of Meteorology (ICHM), I am writing to express our gratitude for your generous support of the conference, “From Beaufort to Bjerknes and Beyond: Critical perspectives on observing, analyzing and predicting weather and climate,” held from 5-9 July 2004 at Kloster Polling near Weilheim, Germany.  Here over 80 participants from 22 nations gathered to hear 56 papers on the history of meteorology, making this, as one scholar remarked, “the largest gathering of historians of meteorology ever held.”  

By many objective measures, the conference was a great success, in large part due to the careful planning of the local organizing committee: Cornelia Lüdecke, Hans Volkert, and Stefan Emeis.  The venue, the Barocker Bibliothekssaal at Kloster Polling, was spectacular, lending itself to extended discussions in a rich historical atmosphere, yet supporting modern audio-visual and poster presentations.  This, combined with a carefully-organized program composed of only plenary sessions, shared meals on-site, housing nearby, a field trip to the Hohenpeißenberg Observatory, and an evening concert, lent a very special atmosphere of “scholarship and friendship” to the entire week.  As Werner Wehry, President of the European Meteorological Society commented, “the flair of the conference has been like a meeting of relatives...”

Although only one week has passed since the conference, I am able to report the following results of the meeting:

• Publication of the extended abstracts at http://www.meteohistory.org 2004polling_preprints/
• Forthcoming publication of the papers from the Polling meeting as volume 2 of the Proceedings of the International Commission on History of Meteorology.

• A working agreement with the European Meteorological Society to have (most probably annually) a session on History of Meteorology, organized by members of the ICHM.

• Plans for a symposium on history of meteorology and climate reconstruction at the XXIInd International Congress on History of Science in Beijing, China in 2005: “Diversity in the Global Reconstruction and Representation of Weather and Climate: East, South, West, North.”

• Numerous informal working arrangements and new initiatives among ICHM members and the Universities and Institutes represented at the Polling meeting.

Although I was not involved at all in the administration of the grant from the ____________, it is my understanding that your generosity supported the participation of scholars from a number of developing nations as well as students just getting started in the field.  This allowed the conference to be not only interdisciplinary, but also very international and also inter-generational.  Thank you again for this valuable support.

Sincerely,

James R. Fleming

Professor of Science, Technology, and Society and President of the ICHM

